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JANUARY 2008
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   Lately I’ve been thinking about the ending of things coupled with the beginning of things. As the end of 2007 draws near and the dawn of a new year is on the horizon, I find myself looking back to remember and looking forward with great anticipation. This has been a good year, full of memorable events, yet 2008 beckons with great hopes and opportunities for the Darby family and Elmer Church. I look back with fond appreciation on all the relational blessings that have grown in our lives and look forward to deepening friendships as long as the Lord and the Bishop allow us to remain in Elmer UMC.
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   I hope and pray that this past year has been a time when you have all seen your relationship with Christ grow deeper and more vital. The closer you grow to the Lord the greater the longing for His return. The last words of Scripture give us Christ’s sure and certain promise, “Yes, I am coming soon.” As we anticipate the beginning of a new year, an even greater anticipation is the dawn of a whole new age – a new order of things ushered in by Christ’s second coming. The first Christians lived every day with urgency and expectancy, awaiting His glorious appearing and so should we. As we look for the first day of a new year, it ought to be a reminder that any day now, there might be a whole new beginning of everything. Three times in Revelation 22, the last chapter of the Bible, Christ promises, “Behold, I am coming soon.” The response of the church is, “Amen, Come, Lord Jesus.” Since we have just wound up our season of preparation – Advent, let us live with an eye to the sky, with a perpetual purpose of readiness for Christ’s second coming! Jesus said, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.” At the end of this old year and the beginning of the new, let us always keep in mind that there is truly a new day coming when Christ “will make all things new.” “Maranatha, Lord quickly come!”
In His Regard,
Pastor Al
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Dec. 2

16



69
Dec. 9

21

194

53
Dec. 16

18

135


Dec. 23

16

225

100
Dec. 30

30

136



Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School

Dec. 2

$6,128.28
$972.25

$114.30
Dec. 9

$14,528.50
$928.25

$88.00
Dec. 16

$4,801.50
$1,258.25

Dec. 23

$6,513.00
$1,338.25
$41.00
Dec. 30

$4,075.50
$440.25
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January Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!

1st
Lonnie Riddle, Jr.

2nd
Linda Amme

4th
Stephen Slavoff, Sr. & Natalie Wulderk

5th
Jarrod McDonald

8th
Janet Hill & John Irelan

9th
Jessie Wesley

10th
Michele Harz & Mary Lou Timberman

11th
Carolyn Wygor, Brad Yanzuk, Barbara McGill, 
Benjamin W. Timberman & Aaron Dilks
12th
Cheryl Bratty

13th
Emily Bucolo

15th
Robin Wildman

16th
Lametta Sagers

18th
Jacob Wriggins

19th
Andy Darby, Elena K. Wentz & John Adams

22nd
Curtis Robinson, Jr., Cody Maurer & John Schwartz, Jr.

23rd
Heather Johnson

25th
Rita Greene, Eileen Sayell & Benjamin Hitzelberger III

26th
Faye Brady

28th
Christopher Wirth 

30th
Gabrielle Hennessey, John Timberman, 

Robin Priggemeier & David Cooke

The Adult Fellowship will meet at 5:30pm in the Church Fellowship Hall for a covered dish supper. Meat and dessert will be provided.
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Saturday, January 26th
6pm Praise & Worship Service

Followed by

“A Calendar Party”

Hosted by the Boomers

Beginning at 7pm
$10.00 ticket
We’ll be serving soup and sandwiches.
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Please sign up on the bulletin board downstairs if you would like to host a table. Hosting a table includes decorating that table for the month you choose and selling 10 tickets to fill your table.
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Missions Report

Fellowship of Christian Athletes

Dear Family and Friends,
   It is evident that God has been with us in South Jersey this past year. Through persistent prayers and generous support, doors were opened for Christ to impact the hearts and lives of coaches and athletes. In our 4 C’s of Ministry, God’s blessings overflowed in these ways:
Coaches

   We believe that coaches are often the most important adult role model in young people’s lives. FCA strives to equip coaches with a relationship with Jesus Christ and a heart to serve Him.

Campus

   Campus Ministry is initiated and led by student athletes on school campuses. These student leaders are supported by coaches and adult volunteers as they lead through Bible study, prayer, worship and excellent fellowship.

Camps

Since 1956, coaches and athletes have come to FCA Camps for “a week of perspiration and inspiration” through sports, leadership and spiritual training. This past year, FCA set record attendance with 42,000 participants nationwide. Our Power Camps and surf camps are the most effective ministry in the summer reaching over 300 kids and adults.

Community

   FCA continues to expand its influence through countless volunteers, parents, businesses and churches. Providing ministries that expand beyond the campus allows FCA to influence coaches and athletes within the community.

    Praise God for His activity in FCA! God was with us this past year, and we are already praying for His continued presence and power in the Southern New Jersey area.

   Reggie Dabbs spoke in South Jersey schools from Dec. 3-14. He is regarded as the #1 High school motivational speaker in the country, speaking to over 1.5 million students a year across the world. Reggie spoke to almost 24,000 students and teachings about choices during the day. In the evenings, FCA hosted 8 night rallies where over 400 students, teachers, and parents made decisions to follow Christ. Praise God!

   We are eternally thankful for your partnership with FCA. May God be with you and bless you this Christmas and New Year. We look forward to what God has in store for 2008!

In Christ,

Kevin Harvey

   Fritz and I went to the evening program in Buena to hear Reggie Dabbs at the invitation. The altar was full of kids and adults committing to Christ

Submitted by Joan Harz, Missions Chair

 Youth Schedule

JR/SR HIGH

Sunday, January 6th
6:30-8pm Gym Nite at Elmer School
Sunday, January 13th
Ice Skating at Penns Landing

Meet at the church at 2pm and we’ll be home by 6:30pm

Friday-Sunday, February 8-10, 2008

Mark your calendar for the Jr/Sr High Retreat to Paradise Lodge in the Poconos, PA 

Middlers

Sunday, January 6th
5-6:30pm Gym Nite at Elmer School

January 20th
5pm Game Nite at the Church
Watch Bulletin and Church Website for more events being planned!

Any questions, please see

Doug Cooper, Youth Director

856-252-4621 Christscaper@aol.com
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HEALTHCARE MINISTRIES:  
Alopecia Areata – Hair Loss

   Alopecia Areata is characterized by the rapid onset of hair loss in a sharply defined area. Any hair-bearing surface can be affected, but the most noticeable surface is the scalp.

   Causes of alopecia areata aren’t completely known. Sometimes it is associated with other diseases. Genetic factors seem to 0play an important role. Alopecia areata appears to have an autoimmune factor causing the patient to develop antibodies to different hair follicle structures so certain chemicals that are part of the immune system inhibit hair follicle growth. Emotional stress may also cause it.

   In the catogen stage of hair growth the hair follicle stops growing, and in the telogen stage it falls out. Normally hairs are going through these stages at random and the growing hairs on the head outnumber the hairs that fall out. Something causes all the hairs in a certain area to enter the telogen or catogen stage at the same time. Diagnostic tests include counting the hairs that have fallen out each night, or the number that can be pulled out. Wait for instructions by your physician.

   The characteristic patch of alopecia areata is usually round or oval, and is completely bald and smooth. Some people experience a slight burning or tingling in the area of the hair loss. 

   The prognosis is unpredictable. Some people lose hair only in a small patch. Alopecia totalis is the loss of 100% of scalp hair. Alopecia universalis is the loss of 100% of body hair. The hair will re-grow completely within a year without any treatment, they say.

   Other hair loss conditions that may be mistaken for alopecia areata:

1. Generalized hair loss caused by pregnancy, certain drugs, high fever, stress, surgery or chemotherapy.

2. Male-pattern baldness is likely genetic. (Hair loss begins at the temples and can spr4ead to nearly complete loss. Female pattern baldness involves thinning in the front, sides and crown areas.)

3. Manually pulling the hair out caused by a psychological disorder.

4. Secondary syphilis causing a “moth eaten” baldness pattern over the entire scalp.

5. Bubble hair, in which bubbles are in the hair shaft may occur with excessive use of hair dryers.

6. Knotting of hair occurs with excess rubbing or scratching

7. Hair that is brittle and breaks easily.

8. Traction alopecia is caused by traction from braids, rollers, or ponytails.

9. Hair loss caused by fungus, or by a defect in sulfur metabolism.

Treatments for alopecia areata include:
1. Watch and wait

2. Apply a strong topical steroid or an injection of a steroid into the skin

3. Minoxidil shows acceptable results in 30% of the cases. It doesn’t stop the disease process, so if you stop the treatment, the hair may fall out again.

4. Produce contact dermatitis with an irritant to stimulate growth

5. Photochemotherapy
“Know ye not that your bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost?”

Bonnie Kanady, RN
TWENTY THINGS TO REMEMBER                                               

    ============================                                            

1. Faith is the ability to not panic. 


If you worry, you didn't pray.                                        


If you prayed, don't worry.                                          

2. As a child of God, prayer is kinda like 


calling home every day.                                              

3. Blessed are the flexible, for they shall not                          


be bent out of shape.                                                

4. When we get tangled up in our problems, be still.

God wants us to be still so He can untangle the knot.                                              


Do the math.  Count your blessings.                                   

5. God wants spiritual fruit, not religious nuts.
6. Dear God: I have a problem.  It's me.                                 

7. Silence is often misinterpreted, but never misquoted.                                            

8. Laugh every day - it's like inner jogging.                           

9. The most important things in your home are the people.                                                     

10. Growing old is inevitable, growing up is optional.                                             


(Live it; Preach it!)                                               

11. There is no key to happiness.                                        

12. The door is always open. Come on in.                                                        

13. A grudge is a heavy thing to carry.                                  

14. He who dies with the most toys is still dead.                        

15. We do not remember days but moments.                                 

16. Life moves too fast so enjoy your precious moments.                                                           

17. Nothing is real to you until you experience it, 


otherwise it's just hearsay.                                

18. It's all right to sit on your pity pot every now and again.

Just be sure to flush when you are done.                                          

19. Surviving and living your life successfully requires courage. 
The goals and dreams you’re seeking require courage and risk-taking. Learn from the turtle, it only makes progress when it sticks out its neck.                                

20. Be more concerned with your character than your reputation.  
Your character is what you really are, while your reputation is merely what others think you are. No matter the storm, when you are with God, there's always a rainbow waiting.   Leave gentle fingerprints on the soul of another for the angels to read. I don't want to get to the end of my life and find that I lived just the length of it. I want to have lived the width of it as well.                      

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                         
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